
Welcome to
EYFS



A little bit about us…

EYFS Leader: Miss Toni Roper

EYFS Lead Practitioner: Miss Katherine Johnstone

Additional Adults

Mrs Callaghan will cover the lead practitioner role 
when Miss Johnstone has planning time.

Teaching Assistants
Consistent additional 
adults will support learning 
in our classroom.

Miss Madeleine Jones
Mrs Sidrah Yasmin
Mrs Sue Cox
Mrs Sheena Callaghan
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Daily Routines/Timetables
P.E.
Our PE day is on Friday.
Your child will need to come into school in their school PE kits on this day.

Woodland Wednesday
Your child will need wellies or a change of shoes and a change of clothes on Wednesday. 
We provide splash suits and we will go out in all weathers. 

Clubs
Clubs start week beginning 2nd October. You can sign up to clubs termly. We offer more 
clubs to our younger children as the year progresses and they are more ready.



Children within our EYFS provision will grow to be confident, curious, capable lifelong learners who feel a sense 
of belonging in their school and wider community. Through their ability to manage their emotions, our reflective 
learners will demonstrate resilience and a sense of pride when achieving challenges. Progress towards the ELGs 

will ensure well-rounded, independent communicators with a love of learning. The children experience a 
smooth transition between Nursery, Reception and beyond. Effective communication and collaboration ensure 
the children leave the EYFS with a solid foundation of learning of which to build upon. Our starting point and 

ongoing observations ensure we can identify individual rates of development and areas of need quickly as well 
as children’s ever-changing interests and fascinations to inform planning. Our assessment procedures enable us 
to effectively demonstrate what learning is taking place and how each child is progressing in all seven areas of 

the EYFS curriculum.

The EYFS Curriculum
What do we want to achieve?
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Communication & Language
• Talking about the day’s 

activities
• Discussing the day of the week
• Songs and rhymes
• Reading
• Playing describing, guessing 

and turn taking games
• Encourage pretend play
• Modelling and encouraging a 

wider range of vocabulary

The EYFS Curriculum 
Supporting your child in the prime areas of learning

Physical Development
Fine motor skills:
• Providing interesting 

experiences to support your 
child. E.g., helping with 
cooking, gardening, threading, 
fixing and making things

• Activities that involve using 
tools and small movements 
with accuracy and precision

• Practicing pencil control
Gross Motor skills:
• Outdoor equipment such as 

bikes, trikes, scooters and 
climbing frames

• Dancing, yoga

Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development

• Managing self to show 
independence and resilience: 
toileting, hand washing, 
getting changed

• Building relationships: 
practice working and playing 
collaboratively and taking 
turns with others

• Self-regulation: having 
regular conversations about 
feelings



The EYFS Curriculum 



Literacy:
• Practising name recognition and writing
• Mark making letters and sounds
• Reading and exposing your child to a variety of different types of books/print
• Becoming familiar with different nursery rhymes
• Recognising and identifying different rhyming words

Phonics:
Phonics is taught daily in EYFS and KS1 – this links into spelling into Y2 and KS2. A new phoneme/ grapheme 
is taught each day with regular assessment and recap lesson. Lessons include reading and spelling words 
containing the new phoneme or grapheme. 

The EYFS Curriculum 
Supporting your child in the specific areas of learning



Home reading:

Phonetic decodable book – includes graphemes that have previously been taught and that children should be able to 
read successfully and confidently.  Because of this, we must ensure the children have covered enough sounds to be able 
to read words. Books will begin to come home when the children have covered enough sounds. 
Shared read book – a non decodable book at links to the colour band your child may be on. Contains a mix of grapheme 
taught and tricky words containing grapheme not yet taught (therefore is not yet decodable). Your child may be able to 
read some words but need more support reading others. Sometimes the shared read book is sent home as a ‘challenge’. 
This may be for children to practice fluency and expression or with more challenging vocabulary they can find the 
meaning of with your support. 
Library book – Books for you to enjoy together and promote a love of reading.  Any books you share at home, please 
take a photograph and share this on your child’s portfolio.

We will send two decodable books home to begin with. However, one will be slightly more challenging.

The EYFS Curriculum 
Supporting your child in the specific areas of learning

Come along to watch a phonics lesson on either Thursday 5th October, Monday 9th October or 
Tuesday 10th October. Followed by our Phonics and Early Reading meeting on 18th October to find 

out more about supporting early reading.



Home reading:

The EYFS Curriculum 
Supporting your child in the specific areas of learning



Reading is one of the most important parts of your child’s 
development!

• It is important for your child to read aloud daily to an 
adult. This can be a book from school or a book from 
home.

• Please complete the reading record with your child 
wherever possible. This helps us to understand the 
range of books your child is reading.

• Reading Owls Website can be used for additional 
electronic books. 

• Wherever possible, read with your child and develop 
their love of reading through visiting the library or book 
shops

Useful websites:
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk
http://www.readingzone.com/
https://www.waterstones.com/campaign/books-of-the-month

Reading

http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://www.readingzone.com/
https://www.waterstones.com/campaign/books-of-the-month


Providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply mathematical 
understanding:
• Collecting loose parts for organising and counting
• Mark making numbers and shapes
• Counting rhymes and songs
• Playing games
• Shape hunts
• Encouraging the use of positional language to describe where something is

The EYFS Curriculum 
Mathematical Development

Sharing experiences with us through Class Dojo



Understanding the World:
• Talking about the weather and what clothes we should wear
• Talking about what we can see and encouraging the use of a wider range of vocabulary
• Looking at family photographs and talking about different family members
• Exploring the natural world
• Helping with outdoor activities such as gardening
• Caring for plants and animals

Expressive Arts and Design:
• Encouraging role play, block play, pretend play or musical activities to build on their experiences of the 

real world
• Singing and listening to songs and rhymes
• Providing opportunities for your child to be imaginative and use materials and resources in an open-

ended way e.g., junk modelling

The EYFS Curriculum 
Supporting your child in the specific areas of learning

Sharing experiences with us through Class Dojo



The EYFS Curriculum 
Effective Characteristics of Teaching and Learning



How can you support your child in gaining these positive learning behaviours?

Playing and exploring:
• Providing opportunities for finding out and exploring
• Encouraging your child to make independent choices
• Represent lived experiences through play
Resilience:
• Maintain a growth mindset – ‘I can do it!’ ‘A mistake is a learning step!’ 
• Encouragement to persevere when a challenge occurs
• Praising when your child has overcome challenges and obstacles
Thinking:
• Encouragement to develop their own ideas

The EYFS Curriculum 
Effective Characteristics of Teaching and Learning

Sharing experiences with us through Class Dojo



Assessment at High Lane
At High Lane, our priority is happy, healthy children who reach their full potential. We 

spend lots of time getting to know your children to better understand their strengths and 
areas where they may need more practice and support. 

To help us to assess your child’s understanding and progress we use:
• On-going assessment during observations interactions in class
• Recordings of independent application of knowledge and skills in a range of activities

Reception Baseline: Reception children complete a series simple questions focusing on 
communication and language, literacy and mathematical development. This is completed in 
their first 6 weeks in Reception.

Reception Profile: Children are assessed against 17 ‘early learning goals’ which focus on all 
the prime and specific areas of learning. The purpose of this is to support their transition to 
Year 1.



Assessment at High Lane
Reporting your child’s attainment and progress
We make judgements as to whether your child is on track to meeting their early learning 
goals at the end of Reception.

We will talk to you about your child’s progress at two parents’ evening throughout the 
year, where you will also receive a copy of your child’s interim review report that outlines 
your child’s strengths and current areas of focus. Additionally, you will also receive your 
child’s end of year report. 

You can also contact the EYFS lead practitioner at any time in the year to discuss your 
child’s progress.



Home/School Partnership
A good home/school relationship is essential if we are to provide the best all around 
education and preparation for the future.

How we can help:
• Making sure your child is safe, happy, cared for and learning well whilst at school
• Keeping communication channels open
• Providing you with information like this
• Informing you of upcoming events
• Making you feel welcome when you visit
• Ensuring school rules are applied consistently



How we communicate with you
Class Dojo
Whole School Story: Termly dates, correspondence and reminders
Class Story: Information about learning including photographs, trips and homework

Parent Mail and Parent Pay
Formal letters 
Payment for school dinners, trips/school events and clubs

School Website
Our School: Our school values and important school policy information
Learning: Curriculum pages give you an understanding of what we think is important
Classes: Class pages give you a yearly overview of what your child is learning and 
termly key questions
Parents: Useful information for parents including reminders about Parent Pay, uniform 
and online safety
Holiday Dates



E-Safety
School Platforms
Purple Mash, Ed Shed, Google Suite, Class Dojo
There are systems in place to monitor activity on all of our platforms whether children 
access these platforms at school or at home. Children should never share their own 
login information with others or use anyone else’s login information to access these 
platforms. All children learn how to and are expected to use our platforms responsibly. 

Age Ratings and Restrictions
It is important to educate your children about age ratings and restrictions on apps and 
media. We are seeing increased cases of children accessing content not designed for 
their age group. This can often lead to irresponsible use of apps or children not being 
able to regulate their emotional responses to what they have seen. 

School Website
Parents: Useful information for parents including guides about screen time and app 
specific information including age ratings and guidance



Home/School Partnership
A good home/school relationship is essential if we are to provide the best all around 
education and preparation for the future.

How you can help:
• Read the ‘Information for Parents’ Booklet
• Ensure your child has all the equipment/uniform they need - including in date inhalers/medication
• Reinforce school rules when on school grounds (social distancing, keeping your child with you a all 

times, wearing a mask)
• Ensuring child’s reading and homework books are in school on the correct days
• Keep communication channels open - Check Class Dojo and Parent Mail regularly!
• Attending meetings like this
• Support school fundraising where possible
• Read with your child – develop their love of reading through visiting the library or book shops
• Help your child learn how to tell the time both from analogue and digital clocks
• Practise key skills with your child at home – for example, number bonds and/or multiplication and 

division facts



What to do if you have a question or 
concern

• First – Please make an appointment to speak to see me. Contact me through Class Dojo or 
phone the school office so we can arrange a time that is best to talk over the phone. I 
will be able to take action to address it or suggest who can help.

• Second – If you feel that you need to take your concern further, you can make an 
appointment with Mrs Humphries.

If something happens at home that you feel we need to know about (e.g. family 
bereavement):
• Please let us know as soon as possible if you are able. This information will be handled 

sensitively and confidentially - it will only be shared on a ‘need to know basis’.
• Please contact the school office straight away if there are changes to contact details or 

your child’s medical information



Class Dojo
Class Dojo allows families to become part of our school community and is a great 
communication tool between home and school.

So that everybody can really make the most of Class Dojo, please remember these important 
points: 
• Please ensure that any comments made are positive and linked to your child’s learning or 

wellbeing. 
• Teachers will try to respond to you within 3 working days. During the evenings and weekends, 

teachers may set their Dojo to ‘quiet time’ so do not expect a response during these times. 
• Do not share photographs from Class Dojo on social media, when other children other than your 

own are in the photograph. 
• Please do not use Class Dojo to inform teachers of absences or appointments. 

If in doubt of who to contact, please refer to the Information for parents leaflet sent home at the 
beginning of the year.



What does your child need to have in 
school?

• School Uniform: Your child should wear school uniform on all days expect PE days

• On PE days, your child must wear school PE kit:
Red school jumper 
White shirt 
Black joggers, leggings or shorts 
Trainers - that your child can fasten themselves 
Please be mindful of the weather as we move into winter

• Your child needs a jumper or cardigan every day
• Your child needs a waterproof coat every day



What does your child need to have in 
school?

• A healthy nut-free snack in their coat pocket.

• A lunchbox if your child has packed lunches.

• If your child has a school dinner, please ensure you have made the menu selections 
on time and have looked at the menu with your child. We recommend making the 
meal selections with your child where possible.

• Inhaler (if needed)

• Children don’t need their own stationery, we have provided your child with all the 
equipment they need.



Water Bottles 

Children need to bring a clean water bottle to school everyday.

• Only water should be put in the water bottles

• Only 0.5l water bottles with wide necks should be sent into school 

– this it to ensure your child is confident filling their water bottle if 

necessary 



Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Children and young people with SEND have learning difficulties or disabilities that make it 

harder for them to learn than most children and young people of the same age. Around one 
in five children has SEND at some point during their school years. Some children have SEND 

right through their time in school.

There are four broad areas of need within SEND:
Communication and interaction

Cognition and learning 
Social and emotional mental health (SEMH)

Sensory and physical 

The school SENDCo is Miss Lloyd.
Our Stockport Neighbourhood Inclusion teacher is Sam Pountain. She works closely with our 

team and may support pupils with SEND and/or their families. 



Don’t worry! There is a lot we can all do to make sure they are happy and learn well at 
school. Our team are passionate and skilled in supporting all children.

• Speak to your child’s class teacher. They will make a note of your concerns and work with 
you to monitor your child’s progress. The will work in partnership with our SENDCo to 
ensure your child is supported. 

• If necessary, make an appointment to see our SENDCo. Miss Lloyd is contactable directly 
through the Class Dojo account for all year groups. Alternatively, you can contact the 
office and an appointment will be made.

You know your child best. Your opinions are invaluable in helping us to find the right 
support for him or her. 

What to do if you think your child may have SEND?



• We will talk with you about your child’s progress and support we feel they may benefit 
from. We may also ask you if you would like to share any background information from 
your child’s early childhood that you feel is relevant to us understanding and supporting 
your child’s needs. 

• We may carry out additional assessments to help us personalise his/her learning.

• Together, we will create a SEND Support Plan that details your child’s strengths, and the 
support they require in order to work towards their full potential academically, 
emotionally and/or socially. 

• They may be offered time in one of our intervention groups. These are usually led byour 
team of trained and experienced teaching assistants. Please note, not all children 
receiving support via intervention groups have SEND support. We use interventions to 
support children of all abilities. 

• We may ask for additional input from external experts. You will always be asked for your 
permission before this happens and we will discuss with you their input. 

What will we do if we think your child may have SEND?



You can find out more about the school’s approach to SEND from:

▪ The school’s website

http://www.highlane.stockport.sch.uk

▪ Stockport’s Local Offer Website – a ‘one stop shop’ for all things SEND.

https://stockport.fsd.org.uk

Or search ‘Stockport SEND’

http://www.highlane.stockport.sch.uk/
https://stockport.fsd.org.uk/


Thank you for your time.

Please do not hesitate to contact me via Class Dojo 
with any questions you may have.


